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PERSI (the Periodical Source Index) is a catalog of historical and genealogical 
society periodicals from across the globe, indexed mainly by subject. Created by 
staff members of the Allen County Public Library and made available for free 
through a partnership with Find My Past, this resource should definitely be a part 
of any reasonably exhaustive research.  

A Brief History of PERSI 

Allen County Public Library (ACPL) holds the largest collection of English-language 
genealogical and historical society journals, containing over 8,000 titles. PERSI began as 
a print publication in 1986 by the staff at ACPL, published as a sixteen-volume set 
covering the years 1847-1985, and then annually. It was also available on microfiche at 
the Family History Library and on CD-ROM from Ancestry for a brief time. In 1997, the 
same year the last print annual was available, Ancestry made PERSI available as an 
online database. It is no longer available at Ancestry but there is a version that is current 
through 2009 available at Heritage Quest. The most current PERSI is now accessible for 
free through Findmypast and contains over 2.7 million fully-searchable entries. 

Tour of PERSI on Findmypast 

Since 2013, Findmypast (FMP) has been partnering with ACPL to provide an enhanced 
search experience for PERSI. FMP has been attaching digitized images of the 
periodicals to the index entries for direct online access to the articles. As you can 
imagine, this is a slow process, but definitely one that will benefit researchers around 
the globe. While PERSI will remain free to everyone, the digital images are only 
available to subscription-holders or pay-as-you-go users.  Through the “Society data 1

initiative,” a collaboration between FMP and the Federation of Genealogical Societies, 
partnerships are being developed to allow digitization of society journals, magazines, 
and newsletters for linking through PERSI for premium users. Additional details and 
benefits for societies forming these partnerships will be explored later. 

!. “Pay as you go" works on a credit system, rather than a subscription payment for unlimited access. 1
Records cost between 5 and 60 credits to view. Once purchased records can be viewed unlimited times. 

www.genealogypants.com © 2018 Cari A. Taplin, CG®

mailto:cat.taplin@gmail.com?subject=
http://www.genealogypants.com


To access PERSI from the home page of FMP, click on “Search” then choose 
“Newspapers & periodicals.” On the left side of the screen are four options, the third 
being “PERiodical Source Index.” Once that option is selected, the search functions will 
be restricted to the PERSI database. Information on how to use PERSI or obtain copies 
of the articles will also appear. Across the top of the screen are the input boxes for 
“Who,” “Where,” and “What else?” (keyword searching). Along the left side of the 
screen are additional filtering options to help focus your search by title, name, location, 
subject, and publisher. You can opt to include or exclude how-to articles. 

Obtaining Copies 

Once you have located an item of interest in PERSI, your next step is to obtain a copy. 
The following are five methods researchers can use: 
1. Find My Past digital images – FMP has been working with publishers of the indexed 

journals to obtain permission for digitization. This is a slow process but as new 
images are processed, they are uploaded and added to the database. Only FMP 
subscription holders or pay-as-you-go members can access the images.  Indexed 2

!. See FindMyPast.com for more information on subscription types and fees.2
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entries with images available are indicated with a camera icon. 
 
In order to obtain copies when the item you are seeking has not been digitized, 
choose one of the remaining four methods. 

2. Contact the publisher – From the PERSI entry, you can see the title of the periodical, 
the publisher, and their address. You can contact the publisher directly, seeking a 
copy of the article or journal. This can be especially effective with local genealogical 
and historical societies. Many are quite happy to make a copy or provide a journal 
for low or no cost. (Please send the society a donation if their services were 
beneficial to you.) 

3. ACPL ordering system – From the FMP website, there is a link to the ACPL “Article 
Request Form.” According to the form, the charge is $7.50 for each order form 
(which allows up to six articles to be requested), pre-paid, plus .20 per page for 
photo copy fees, which will be billed to you upon completion. This form is to be 
sent by postal mail only, they do not accept requests by phone, fax or email. The 
wait time is estimated to be 6-8 weeks for each request sent. 

4. Hire a professional – One of my favorite methods of obtaining any record is to hire a 
colleague. Use the Association of Professional Genealogists (APG) website 
(www.apgen.org) to find researchers in the particular geographic areas where a 
particular journal was published, or near ACPL. Many times libraries are understaffed 
which may explain why a wait time of 6–8 weeks may be expected. Hiring a 
professional will usually expedite the process and get the items to you sooner.  

5. Visit ACPL or other library – Seeing the journals for yourself might be the most 
satisfying method. All of the periodicals indexed in PERSI are held at the ACPL. You 
may be able to locate copies of them in other repositories closer to home as well. 
The PERSI entry lists some of the repositories that hold the journals. You can also 
utilize WorldCat (worldcat.org) to locate any additional repositories holding 
particular publications. 
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Mini Case Studies 

Articles from local genealogical and historical societies are excellent sources for 
providing not only obscure record transcriptions that you perhaps didn’t know existed, 
but they can provide a lot of great social history to paint the picture of our ancestors’ 
experiences. The following examples will be presented: 

• Alton, Illinois Civil War prison diary 
• Wilkes County, North Carolina Confederate soldiers’ experiences 
• British Home Children in Canada 

Getting Your Society Involved 

• Societies maintain the copyright on their publications that have been digitized. 
• Organizations requiring digitization receive that service at no cost to the society. 
• The publisher is given a copy of their entire collection after the digitization 

process and can use the digital copy on their own website, in partnership with a 
public library, or other non-profit entities. 

• FindMyPast links back to the organization to encourage their customers to 
engage with the society directly.  

• Each society has the opportunity of receiving a consistent revenue stream, 
based on the traffic their publication brings to FindMyPast. 

• Contact persi@findmypast.com for more information regarding partnering with 
PERSI digitization. 
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